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ABSINTHE AND ITS RISTORY.
In the Canton of Neuchatel,in the long,

wild Val de Travers, famous for s

mines, is the seat of the manufscture
of absinthe. The masufscture of this perni-
clous drink dates beck to the last decadescf
the eighteenth cemtury. A French exfle and
doetor, named Ordinaire, who selected the vil-
Iage of Couvet as his residence, is credited with
‘the first invention of sbeinthe, which be
ployed as » medicine, snd st his desth
Ordinaire lefs his recipe 1o kis servamt gir!
M'lle Graniplerre. Ehe sold it to the daughter
of Lieutenant Heurlod, who grew the berbs re-
Whlbﬁrwnm and carricd on the
mormuqmmmm
Al the beginuing of this century the recipe
was sold to M. Pernod, of Couvet, and from
that period the “Extrait 4’ Absinthe” appesrs
in commerce. The first who manufaciured
the article on s large scale were Dubled, futber
sod son, and their relutive, Henrl™ Louls Per-
Bod, son, all three of Couvet. Of course the
production of the twohouse: was cnly Hmited;
the damand was peftber Jarge nor gensral, and
the want of the essential berbs formed anotbir
obstacle to the development of the mass-
facture. Dubiel and Peruod had no other
sources for thelr ingredients than their own
gardens. By degrees the demand for the ex-
tract d'absiuthe became greater, and withft
cultare of the berbs,

In 18% the receipts for the wermuth plaats-
tions In the four communes of Couvet Motiers,
Fleurier, and Buttes, were estimated at :,m
to 1,200 16uis dors, and it was said in prajse o f
& poivale grower of Couvet, that he had sof®
alone 2,500 {rancs wor b of the plact. From
this tizne the cultare of thie abaintbe plant ss-
sumed larger proportions, and 1o day the pro-
prictors derive large ibcomes from thelr ab-
einthe feids in Couvet. The village of Bove-
ressc sells yearly more than 6,000 francs’ worth
of the plant, and Motiers and Courwet in aimi-
lar proportions. The quantity of abalnthe
masufactured in the Val de Travers al the
present dsy is estimated st wboat 370,000 Litres.
The berd (Artemisia sbeinthium) of which the
abeinthe Is firet prepared, fa & plagt growing to
the beight of from two to four feet. Itis fousd
throughout Central Europe o2 stony bhills sad
slso in gardiens. Consumers of abalathe are
principally fourd in France, Eogland, North
America, and Switzerland, uwmmt-
Mdsﬂormmﬁm the Dervous sy
lm bun repeatedly pointed cut by mcdln!
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